
 

 

Expanding access to clean 
energy in rural areas and 
contributing to the 
development of the green 
economy in Myanmar 

Access to energy is crucial for economic 
and social development.  In Myanmar, 
with long power outages throughout the 
year or  areas that are not yet electrified, 
the issue of access to energy is of par-
ticular importance. 4 million households 
have no access to electricity. According 
to the World Bank, increasing the power 
supply-demand gap  is the major chal-
lenge to securing reliable electricity ser-
vices in the country. Working on improv-
ing the supply chain and providing tai-
lored financial solutions are key ele-
ments for improving a situation that has 
significantly deteriorated since 2021.  

For GRET, energy transition requires 
sustainable improvement of access to 
reliable, affordable, environmentally re-
spectful energy for populations living in 
energy poverty.  

In this context, together with its partners 
Geres and Thitsar Ooin, GRET is imple-
menting a project to improve access to 
renewable electricity and use of energy-
efficient products by MSMEs and rural 
households in four regions of Myanmar. 
The project entitled Securing Energy 
Needs and Transition of Rural areas 

in Myanmar (SENTRUM) aims to en-
suring physical availability of equipment, 
mainly solar, through support to  last-
mile distributors, mini-grid infrastructure 
build-out and the development of sus-
tainable financial mechanisms to ensure 
the affordability of energy-efficient prod-
ucts. In addition to supporting the distri-
bution of energy-access solutions and 
energy-efficient products, the project al-
so aims to contribute to capacity-building 
and to develop job opportunities in the 
green economy. SENTRUM is training 
and supporting rural people and 
MSMES, particularly young women and 
men, to practise a green or greening 
trade and to efficiently manage an entre-

preneurial activity. 

 

Project Objectives 

● Main objective: green rural 
economic developement is 
supported. 

● Specific objective: access  to 

renewable electricity and use of 
energy-efficient products by 
MSMEs and rural households in 
Myanmar is improved. 

SENTRUM 
Securing Energy Needs and Transition 

in RUral areas of Myanmar 

Key Project Figures 

● 4 regions of intervention: 
Sagaing, Irrawaddy, Chin and 
Dry zone. 

● Duration: 4 years. 

● 20,525 tCO2 abated / year. 

● 350 businesses powered by low-
carbon electricity. 

● 20,500 people with       new access; 
3,700 people with improved  
access. 

● 80,000 energy -efficient products 
distributed to rural households. 

● 3,000 jobs supported / sustained. 

● 10,000 individuals benefitting 
from awareness-raising. 
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Solar irrigation system for an onion farm in Monywa township 

 

This publication was produced with the support 
of the European Union. The content of this publication 
is the sole responsibility of GRET and can in no 
circumstances be considered as reflecting the views 
of the European Union. 

Present in Myanmar since 1995, GRET is an international development NGO that has been 

working in the field and at political level to fight poverty and inequalities for more than 40 years. 

Key Activities and 

Expected Results 

1. Availability of efficient and sustain-

able sources of renewable electrici-

ty for economic actors and rural 

households is improved. 

● Produce, structure and disseminate 

knowledge. 

● Implement clean energy solutions for 

productive businesses and appropri-

ate financing mechanisms. 

● Extend access to sustainable electric-

ity for rural households, together with 

appropriate financing mechanisms. 

2. Access to energy-efficient prod-

ucts for rural households is 

strengthened, while developing 

business opportunities for women 

entrepreneurs, and craftsmen in 

the housing sector. 

● Expand the distribution networks for 

energy-efficient products. 

● Support craftsmen in the housing sec-

tor in offering energy-efficient con-

struction services. 

ISSUE INPUT APPROACH 

● Enhance quality of energy-efficient 

products for rural households.  

● Provide financial mechanisms to en-

sure affordability.  

● Pilot an e-waste treatment and recy-

cling scheme.  

3. Enhanced capacity of individuals 

and MSMEs involved in green jobs, 

as well as fostering business op-

portunities in the renewable energy 

and appliances sectors. 

● Set-up workforce planning (jobs and 

skills).  

● Set-up training schemes including vo-

cational training and work-based 

learning with a focus on green jobs.  

● Set up sustainable training facilities 

(providing hard and soft support to 

training centres) and mobile training 

units.  

● Conduct awareness raising cam-

paigns on energy efficient products. 


